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The Alien Grey is associated with flying 
saucers, and flying saucer advocates want 
to keep it that way. They wish for you to 
believe that it is an objective phenomenon 
and not a cultural artifact. However, the 
Alien Grey has had another life – in novels, 
short stories, movies and TV. Also, there is 
more to this talk than the title suggests: I 
am not only going to talk about the Alien 
Grey but the Future Man Grey and the Mad 
Scientist Grey. Each one is a kissing cousin 
of the others. Greys can come from under 
the ground as well. What the Grey does is 
try to answer questions often touted as 
deeply philosophical. However, I suspect it 
strikes a chord in our emotions, and the 
answers the Grey gives as popular art and 
pulp are more satisfying than any 
philosophical tome.

Richard Dengrove is a librarian in the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and a member 
of NCAS since 1987. He has been active in 
amateur writing as part of clubs, in 
contributions to other people’s amateur 
publications, and in his own publications. 
In recent years, he has researched any 
topic that took his fancy, from the sublime 
to the ridiculous: from explorers, to the 

occult, to extraterrestrials, to the Newton 
apple tree, to the propeller beanie. In The 
Skeptical Eye, he has published articles on 
the early skeptic Reginald Scot, manuals of 
magic, success books, Wicca, Sir Isaac 
Newton, 17th Century parodies of 
astrological almanacs, Faust, 18th and 
19th Century Mesmerism and 16th and 
17th Century natural magic.
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