
From uttering a prayer before boarding a plane, to
exploring past lives through hypnosis, has
superstition become pervasive in contemporary
culture? Robert Park, the best-selling author of

, argues that it has. In ,
Park asks why people persist in superstitious
convictions long after science has shown them to be
ill-founded. He takes on supernatural beliefs from
religion and the afterlife to New Age spiritualism and
faith-based medical claims. He examines recent
controversies and concludes that science is the only
way we have of understanding the world.

Park sides with the forces of reason in a world of
continuing and, he fears, increasing superstition.
Chapter by chapter, he explains how people too
easily mistake pseudoscience for science. He
discusses parapsychology, homeopathy, and
acupuncture; he questions the existence of souls,
the foundations of intelligent design, and the power
of prayer; he asks for evidence of reincarnation and
astral projections; and he challenges the idea of
heaven. Throughout, he demonstrates how people's
blind faith, and their confidence in suspect
phenomena and remedies, are manipulated for
political ends. Park shows that science prevails when
people stop fooling themselves.
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National Capital Area Skeptics Public Lecture Series
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Saturday, Sept 19, 2009

1:30 pm

Bethesda Library

7400 Arlington Road

Bethesda, MD

(Near Bethesda metro)

FREE admission – Everyone welcome,

members and non-members

Parking at the library is free, but you must

enter your parking space number into a kiosk

in the lobby. Parking is validated for two

hours. Patrons can extend parking for an

additional two hours by re-punching their

number at the kiosk.

For more information, call the 24-hour NCAS
Skeptic Line recording at 301-587-3827.
ncas@ncas.org
www.ncas.org

Prof. Robert Park
on his recent book

Superstition:
Belief in the Age of Science

Co-sponsored by NCAS and

Center for Inquiry DC

Workshop:$35 ($30 for CFI and NCAS
members; $15 for students)

HEAVY MENTAL Show:$20 ($15 for CFI
and NCAS members; $10 for students)

Workshop & Heavy Mental Show Package:
$50 ($40 for CFI and NCAS members;$20
for students)

Upcoming: Saturday, October 24, 2009
AAAS Auditorium
1200 New York Ave NW, Washington DC

1:00-5:30 PM

Jamy Ian Swiss, DJ Grothe and Chip Denman

7:30PM
Jamy Ian Swiss in
”If there were such a thing as psychic power,
it would have to look like this!”

Workshop,

Science, Magic and Skepticism: A Natural Relationship

Evening Show,

Heavy Mental

More information and online registration: http://tinyurl.com/NCAS-CFIDC


